Showcase 


"Venus of the Month 


Editorial 


* Venus governs Love, haumony, artistry, 
feminine sexuality, attraction, and the 
abskity to integrate existing influences 


This is an invitation to women 


everywhere to participate in Edmonton's 
first lesbian newsletter. I personally 
welcome any written stories, thoughts, 
jokes, cartoons, graphics, etc. In 
fact, I expect to see more submissions 
of this type in our newsletter. 

Womonspace News is put together 
entirely on a voluntary basis for the 
lesbian community. We are determined 
to let everyone know that there are 
women who can think and work together 
to accomplish any goal. 

At first, this newsletter's 
purpose was to inform the lesbian 
community about Womonspace. Now it 
has grown to include all upcoming 
activities, short stories, food for 
thought, plus controversial opinions. 
The need for discussing ideas and 
opinions has imcreased and now'is the 
time to really start expressing our- 
selves. 

I am tired of only having thought- 
provoking discussions at social 
gatherings. This does not mean that 
T dont want. any atealls just think 
that more of us could benefit from a 
written exchange of ideas. I am also 
tired of hearing criticism verbally or 
third hand about the contents of this 
newsletter. If you have anything to 
say, feel free to write it down and 
send it to us. Anything we receive 
will be published. (Use your full 
name, first name, or dream up any 
pseudonym you like!) 

I would like to see Womonspace 
News become a full-fledged publication, 
and I know there are many talented 
women out there that could help make 
this a reality. 

Again, this newsletter is published 
for your benefit and can only be 
improved by you! 


Sant._Covbndty 


Shane Lavender 


EA 


into a unified whole. 


Candy M. remembers when Womonspace 
was just an idea in the hands of her- 
self and a few other highly motivated 
women. And Candy remembers too, those 
first few Womonspace dances when she 
and less than a handful of others 
would take on the jobs that dozens of 
others now fill. Back then it was 
hard and sometimes frustrating. Now, 
looking back, Candy feels it would 
be more than worth doing again. "But," 
she laughs, "with today's extra help 
of course." 

Still highly involved in Womonspace, 
Candy contributes her time and energy 
to the production of this newsletter, 
serves as Food Co-ordinator at our 
dances and is on our Board of Directors 
in charge of membership. 

In the course of Womonspace's 
history, Candy has probably hunted 
down a million paper clips, a ton of 
paper, three gallons of correction 
fluid, not to mention truckloads of 
meat and buns and veggies for our 
dances, and countless address changes 
for our membership. 

It's thanks to the energy and 
enthusiasm of women like Candy that 
Womonspace keeps growing strong. 


Karen 


Activities ~ 


WOMONSPACE DANCES ARE BACK! 


First one of the season is on Sept. 1/7 
Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 Avenue 

8:00 to Ps 00%acm: 

Hot and cold buffet. 

Admission $6.00; Reduced rates for 
membership card holders 


All of US in Wonderland : How Local Lesbians Hit The Big Time 


Chapter Seven 


Well, we have had it. The City by the Bay has intimidated us right 
back into our hotel room. My lover flips on the TV. 

Hesitantly I venture, ''Are you sure none of you want to try another 
club tonight?" 

Our friends glare. My lover turns up Mr. Rogers. 

"There's this one I tried when I was here before..." 

"Look,'' my lover narrows her eyes, "Enough's enough. We've been 
groped, grappled, gawked at and cruised by everything from the gestapo to 
goats! Somehow the San Francisco gay lifestyle and ours aren't quite 
meshing, you know what I mean?" 

"Aw c'mon,'’ I shrug, "the gay scene here hasn't been that weird." 

"What about the tattoo lady?..." 

",..ethe human toll gate at the washrooms..." 

Me. eoqueaky, the eather freak..." 

",..the knife wearing the feather boa..." 

Do. .the, Golden Gate! tour, bus...” 

"...The Thing in Monterey?" 

“Alright! Alright!" I try to calm my friends down. "Let's go buy 
some beer at the corner store and take the night off, then. 


** Joe's Grocery ** 


We are standing by the magazine rack waiting for J. to buy the beer. 
Behind the cash is a short, swarthy man wearing a fortrel shirt unbuttoned 
to the navel which exposes masses of dark and probably sweaty hair along 
with numerous fake Bold chains. Swarthy chews on a toothpick and cracks 
his knuckles while J. chooses the beer from the cooler. 

"New around here, aren't you Sweetie?" His words drool over J. as 
she places her beer on the counter. Beside us her lover is beginning to 
twitch. 


"Uh...yeah."" J. stammers and fumbles with the money. 
"Need someone to show you the town?" He gestures towards himself with 
both thumbs. "Joe, he can show you a good time. Wanna see a movie?" He 


peers eagerly into her eyes. 

We are now bodily restraining her lover behind the Vogue magazines. 

Regaining her composure, J. pulls herself up tall, looks him straight 
in the eye and points to the scuffle in the comer. "No thanks. I'm with 
her." 

Joe blinks. 

J. folds her arms. "With her. You know? With?" 

Understanding lights up Joe's face. "Oh, sure. Sure." He leans 
forward and winks. "Joe's got enough surprises for both of you. And...," 
he looks over at my lover and me, "Joe's got a friend too..." 


KKK 


Once safely inside the cab and on our way to the next women's club, 
my friends finally agree with me: No, the San Francisco gay scene isn't 
weird at all. Not when you compare it to the San Francisco STRAIGHT scene! 


Karen 


Coming Events ~ Other 
Organizations 


A general meeting for all lesbians 
will be held at Flashback on Sunday, 
September 11, at 7:30. This is your 
chance to voice your opinions on what 
you want at the clubs. 


The Metropolitan Community Church 
offers a special welcome to the lesbian 
and gay community. Come and bring a 
friend or come and meet one. Our 
Christian family meets every Sunday, 
7:30 p.m., at the Unitarian building 
on the comer of 126 Street and 110 
Avenue. The last Sunday of every 
month is a potluck supper beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. For more information 
call 438-0317. 


The Vocal Minority, Edmonton's 
gay chorus, is sponsoring a "New York, 
New York" dance at Flashback on Sunday 
October 9th, from 5 to 10 p.m. Advance 
tickets are $5.00 (available from 
chorus members) or $7.00 at the door. 


Wig 


COMMON WOMAN 
BOOKS 


Alberta’s Only Feminist Bookstore 
non-sexist children's books 
records * jewelry * t-shirts 

fiction * feminist theory 
overcoming male & female stereotypes 

a good selection of lesbian literature 

Tuesday & Wednesday: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Thursday & Friday: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


8208 - 104 Street 432-9344 


PRAIRIE 
CELEBRATION OF 
LESBIANS AND GAY MEN 
SASKATOON 
OCTOBER 71-19, 1983 


METAMORPHOSIS 


A butterfly's development is the 
metaphor that is the theme of Meta- 
morphosis. It represents our conti- 
nuing growth and coming out as indi- 
viduals and as a gay community. 

A variety of activities are 
planned for the weekend, including 
workshops, dances, separate men's and 
women's suppers and coffeehouses, a 
concert, a craft fair, and a Thanks- 
giving feast. 

Billeting is provided on request. 
Children are welcome too; creative 
care and workshops will be arranged 
for them. 

Be in Saskatoon for Metamorphosis. 
The revitalizing experience will 
carry you home feeling somewhat like 
a butterfly! 

Write to: Metamorphosis 

Box 7508 
Saskatoon, Sask. 


Or phone: 1-306-665-9129 


f :. Nominations for all positions on i axe 

s the Board of Directors for Womonspace , 2xe 

Uf x ? will be taken at the September general 85 
[Pts meeting. The positions are as follows: as 
‘”. _@ 
ies President Director-At-Large of Membership - 
eel Chairperson, signing officer and Keep accurate membership list, . 

° spokesperson for Womonspace. notify members of deadline for 


Vice-President 
Act as president in her absence, 
head a committee, act as a liason 
between other organizations and 
Womonspace. 


Secretary 
Take and keep minutes of all 


meetings, keep records, handle 
and organize all correspondence. 


Treasurer 
Receive all revenues, be respon- 
sible for all receipts and all 
disbursements, a monthly financial 
statement, an annual audited 
statement. 


renewal, receive and forward 
membership funds to treasurer, 
keep all information confidential. 


Director-At-Large of Activities 


Promote cultural entertainment 
and recreation for the members. 


Director-At-Large of Public Relations 


Spokesperson for Womonspace in 
conjunction with the president, 
public statements on Womonspace 
policies and positions, arrange 
and promote educational events 
related to the objectives of 
Womonspace and those which 
increase the body of knowledge on 
lesbianism. 


WOMONSPACE 


DANCES 


ARE BACK: 


SEPTEMBER 17 8:00PM. TO 1:00A.M. 


HAZELDEAN HALL ~ 9630-66 AVENUE 


HOT & COLD BUFFET 


ADMISSION: $6.00 


(Reduced rates for membership card holders) 


A RETREAT FOR GAY WOMEN 


Do you just want to get away from 
it all sometimes? Surround yourself 
with the beauty of nature? Well, get 
ready! An informal women's weekend 
is being planned for November 4, 5 
and 6 that will provide just such an 
occasion. 
The location is a ranch tucked 
into the foothills west of Cochrane, 
Alberta. Facilities at the Bates Bar 
J Ranch are excellent. Enjoy cross- 
country skiing, hiking, hayrides, or 
sit inside and sing around an open 
fire pit. There will be ample oppor- 
tunity for impromtu dicussions, for 
relaxing ~andwion time sto, think. 
Bring your own sleeping bags and 
bed down in the dormitory bunks. The 
cost per person will be $43.00 for 
the weekend. (You won't even have to 
cook !) 
A minimum of 30 women will be 
required in order that the ranch open 
so count yourself in! Please pre- 
register with Liz Massiah at: 
4608 - 48th Street 
Camrose, Alberta 
T4v 401 

or give Liz a call: 1-672-1444 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


10173°104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


*DROP-IN CENTRE 
*PEER COUNSELLING 
“SPEAKERS BUREAU 
‘CIVIL RIGHTS 
‘SOCIAL EVENTS 
*LIBRARY 


"Tf your purpose in telling me you're a lesbian is to 
dissuade me from insisting on a white dress when you 
forget this nonsense and get married, I assure you that, 
on that matter, I remain firm." 


7) 


food for Thought - 


SOME THOUGHTS ON WOMONSPACE... 


It's now two years since Woman- 
space started. It's time to say a 
few words to prevent a good thing 
from burning out. Our organization 
grew from a widespread need for 
activities at which women could meet 
and socialize in a comfortable and 
friendly atmosphere. 

Those of us who started the group 
has a vision of a growing and healthy 
lesbian community in which there would 
be numerous ways to gather, both for 
social and educational purposes. We 
saw that there were all kinds of gay 
functions in the city but that none 
were attended by more than a few 
women. Why? Because none of these 
activities included our particular 
needs and interests. 

Women who did get involved got 
tied-up in concerns unrelated to 
their needs. In working for the 
established groups, we were in such 
small numbers, and often so ineffective 
at pushing our ideas, that we were 
never able to do much. The result is 
that there weren't any lesbian events 
happening in Edmonton. 

Consequently, some women decided 
that if anything was going to happen, 
we could not expect the already exist- 
ant groups, (predominently male) to 
produce them for us. How could they? 
They have no idea of the lives we lead 
nor of the circumstances in which we 
live them. All too often they simply 
assume that we feel and think like 
them and that our needs and oppressions 
are the same. They are not, but we are 
the ones who know that best. So, we 
went it alone. 

In two years, Womonspace has become 
a full-fledged, legal, non-profit or- 
ganization, with a monthly newsletter, 
monthly dances that have been hugely 
successful, and several other fun 
activities aimed solely at lesbians. 
We have brought women out who had never 
been out socially, as well as many who 
had not been out since Club 70 closed 
four years ago. 


In creating an all-women group, 
with activities that are exclusive to 
women, we do not advocate separatism, 
but rather independence, mutual sup- 
port and strength in numbers. Our 
purpose is not to split the gay com- 
munity but rather to strengthen our 
half of it so that both the male and 
female parts will become equal in our 
path toward freedom and understanding. 

We have proven to ourselves and 
to the larger gay population that 
women can be a strong force and that 
we can make things happen. We have 
done what no one ever thought could 
be done and what some thought should 
not be done. We are recognized and 
respected. The other gay organiza- 
tions view us as a competent and 
viable alternative in Edmonton. 

We have, with the help of many, 
made history in this city. We have 
fulfilled the dreams of many women. 
However, if we want this history to 
continue, if we want Womanspace to 
grow and change, if we want this 
group to truly affect our lives, we 
must have more involvement from 
concerned women. 

We cannot continue to rely on 
the same people who have been involved 
up to now. Those of us on the board 
are those who have been active since 
the beginning. We have exhausted our 
ideas and our energy and it is time 
to infuse the organization with new 
spirit. 

At the September general meeting 
on. the 13th, at. 7:30). wei wi tiabe 
taking nominations to fill most of 
the board positions. Please give this 
some thought. Go ahead and nominate 
yourself. Everyone who is interested 
is welcome. Kemind your friends of 
the meeting too. 

Let's make this, the third year 
in the life of Womonspace, as exciting 
or more so than the past two have 
been. Nothing happens unless we make 
it happen, and we now know that we 
can. None of us who are involved now 
had ever done anything like this be- 
fore, but by working together we 
learned the ropes and did it anyway. 
So can you. 


Jeanne Rioux 
Public Relations Director 


Review 


LIANNA 


At last. A lesbian movie which 
transcends stereotypes, awkwardness 
and self-consciousness. Lianna is a 
story of coming out. Of falling in 
love. It has sex and sensuality. 

It is a woman meets woman, woman 
gets woman, woman loses woman story-- 
and the unavoidable heartbreak that is 
seemingly a requisite part of growing 
up, no matter how old we are. 

Lianna doesn't have the usual 
unhappy ending that has characterized 
most lesbian stories. You know, 
where the inevitable man is waiting 
in the wings to whisk away the fallen 
woman to live happily ever after in 
heterosexual bliss. At least Lianna 
loses her woman to another woman. 

Lianna has a lot of humour in it, 
too. It's the kind that's generated 
from the absurdity of real life. 

No, the film does not have the 
gloss and glitter of the typical 
Hollywood product. But Lianna has 
an honesty that Hollywood rarely 
achieves--or even has the guts to 
attempt. 

John Sayles wrote, directed, and 
even appears in Lianna. Lianna is 
played in an understated, effective 
way by Linda Griffiths, (a Torontc« 
actress of Maggie and Pierre fame. ) 
June Hallaren is wonderful in the 
part of Ruth; an intelligent, 
beautiful, older lesbian. 

Lianna's story is almost classic 
in the circuitous way she discovers 
her sexuality. She is 33, married, 
has two kids, and is originally from 
Alberta, of all places. Mechanically, 
she goes through life with a vague 
sense of unmet expectations, wondering 
"Ts this all theresis:" 

Enter Ruth, Lianna's night school 
prof, and the tension leading up to 
the seduction begins. One of the most 
moving and sensual sex scenes I've 
ever seen proves it can be done. 

There was no violence, sordidness, or 
exploitation--just a wonderful exchange 
of lust, tenderness and feelings be- 
tween two women. You never get the 
feeling of voyeuristically intruding 

on the women, but rather of being part 
of their beautiful exchange. 


The air of naturalness on the part 
of Hallaren and Griffiths made this 
possible. Not at all like the disap- 
pointing love scene in Personal Best 
in which Patrice Donnelly's (Tory) 
lips were closed tightly when kissing 
Mariel Hemmingway (Chris). 

In another excellent scene, Lianna 
walks down the street (apres love 
scene) noticing women. Not cruising 
exactly. Just appreciating the beauty 
and diversity of women, as if she was 
consciously seeing it for the first 
time, without guilt. 

The rest of the film deals with 
both the incredible highs that Lianna 
goes through in the process of coming 
out, as well as the lows. The elation 
she feels as she discovers her true 
self is coupled with the problem of 
dealing with how everyone else reacts 
to the new Lianna. The real Lianna. 

As the story unfolds, Lianna 
learns to cope on her own. Her affair 
with Ruth ends in heartbreak, but she 
is left with these words; "Remember 
you love women, not just me" and 
"there are plenty of other people to 
learn from, plenty." 

A word of caution about this 
movie. Don't go see it if you're in 
the middle of breaking up a relation- 
ship. On the other hand, maybe it 
could be a help--by making you realize 
that your personal experience and 
pain is really part of being human. 
And that we will continue to go 
through this as long as we love other 
people. I'm sure Lianna was never 
sorry about what happened to her. 

It's just a part of being alive and 
human. 


Coreen Douglas 


NOTE: If you missed seeing Lianna the 
first time the movie was in town, 
catch it at the Princess Theatre on 
September 22 at 9:30 p.m. 


Submissions of material to be 
published in Womonspace News must be 
submitted no later than the 10th of 
every month. Mail them to 'Womonspace 
News', c/o Every Woman's Place, 9926- 
112 Street, Edmonton T5K I1L7 


Further Info : 


Special recognition was paid to a 
member of our community lately which 
deserves noting. It is with distinct 
pride that we congratulate Jeanne 
Rioux on achieving the Fine Print 
Community Service Award for this year's 
Outstanding Contribution to the Women's 
Community. Jeanne was presented with 
this honor during the Gay Pride Week 
Award Night. 


General meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month. The 
next one is September 13th at Every 
Woman's Place, 9926-112 St., at 7:30. 
Everyone is welcome. 


Womonspace board meetings are held 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 at Every Woman's Place. Next one 
will be on September 6th. 


Ga 
Atiomen a” a 


For a change in your life we invite you 
to try: The Wishing Well Magazine and 
Services. Features hundreds of current 
members’ self-descriptions (by Code #), 
letters, opinions, valuable resources, 
reviews, and much more. Introductory 
copy $5.00 ppd. (mailed discreetly first 
class). Confidential, supportive, dig- 
nified, sensitive, prompt. Eight years’ 
reliable reputation. Beautiful, tender, 
loving alternative to “The Well of 
Loneliness.” A family feeling. The 
pioneer of them all! Free information. 
Gay Women are writing and meeting 
EVERYWHERE through: 


The Wishing Well 
P.O. Box 117 
Novato. Ca. 94948-0117 
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CREDITS: 


Journalists: Karen, Sheila, Lindy 
Pratch and Shane Lavender 

Consultant: Jeanne Rioux 

Graphics and Design: Shane Lavender 

Layout: Lindy Pratch and Shane 
Lavender 

Typine® Lindy.fracch 

Distribution: Candy 


* MANN, A.T. The round art: the 
astrology of time and space. 
Edited by Donald Lehmkuhf and 
Mary Fkanagan. Cheltenham, Glos.: 
Paper Tiger, 1979. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational Society 
of Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational 


organization for lesbians in Edmonton. 


Mailing address: 'Womonspace News', c/o 


Every Woman's Place, 9925-112 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1L7 


